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Message from the Most Reverend and Right
Honourable Justin Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury,
on the occasion of the Presentation and Reception
to celebrate the Intesa between the Republic of
Italy and the Associazione Chiesa d’Inghilterra

Most REv. AND RT. HON. JUSTIN WELBY
Arcivescovo di Canterbury

Honourable Minister and Members of Parliament,

Your Excellencies,

Friends of the Association of the Church of England in Italy,

I wish to extend to the Associazione Chiesa d’Inghilterra my warm con-
gratulations as it celebrates official recognition in the Republic of Italy.

This represents the fruit of much labour over many years. We celebrate
with gratitude the spirit of diligence, sacrifice and patience shown during this
long process.

I am reminded of the words of the Psalmist echoing today’s joy:

“Find your delight in the Lord, who grants your heart’s desire.” (Psalm
37.4)

I wish to thank the authorities of the Republic of Italy for its openness and
welcome to the Church of England’s communities in Italy.

This agreement and recognition provides the Church of England with op-
portunities to take a new and fuller part in Italian society and in service to the
people of Italy.

My prayer and hope is that this recognition reminds us of the need to go be-
yond our differences in order to build up a way of life characterised by equity,
justice and peace and which reflects the values of God’s Kingdom.

Yours in the peace of Christ
oy I’:f:;—fi é;:_, A
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