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Religious Freedom in Australia since European Set-
tlement

La liberta religiosa in Australia dopo l’insediamento
europeo

A. KErrH THOMPSON

ABSTRACT

The paper examines the status of the protection of the right to religious freedom within
the Australian legal system since the European Settlement and traces the legislative evolu-
tion regarding religious freedom and the protection of fundamental human rights.

KEYWORDS
Religious freedom; Australia; Oceania

Riassunto

1l contributo esamina il grado di tutela del diritto di liberta religiosa all’interno
dell’ordinamento australiano e ripercorre I’evoluzione legislativa in tema di liberta reli-
giosa e di protezione dei diritti fondamentali della persona.

PAROLE CHIAVE
Liberta religiosa; Australia; Oceania

SuMMARY: 1. Introduction — 2. Part One. Religious Freedom in Australia
between European settlement and Federation — 3. Part Two. Religious
Freedom in Australia between Federation and WWII — 4. Part Three — Re-
ligious Freedom in Australia since 1976 — 5. Conclusion

1. Introduction

First Nations Peoples.

There is no doubt that the First Nations Peoples of Australia believed,
worshipped and tolerated each other most of the time before European Set-
tlement. But their sacred beliefs about the creation are protected by the Euro-
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